
         Ms. Ogilvie 
         Hogilv@juhsd.net 
         Rm. 401 

English 9CP 
 
 Welcome to Westmoor High School and the English Language Arts program. English 9 is a 
required class for all ninth graders and high school graduation.  The main goals of the class are to 
strengthen literacy skills and to encourage critical thinking.  Throughout the year, we will focus on 
strategies to deepen your understanding of narrative and expository texts and your ability to respond to 
these texts in writing. Most of the texts we read will be literary:  poems, short stories, plays, and novels.  
We will also, however, read expository texts such as essays, editorials, and newspaper articles.  Writing 
assignments will range from journal writing to formal essays.  All of the work we do, regardless of 
length or complexity, is designed to help you become a fluent and proficient reader and writer. 
 
  Doing well in school is not the exclusive property of a certain group.  Literacy and the open 
exchange of ideas is a right.  Your ability to read, write and speak clearly is critical to your future. The 
skills you develop this year will lay the foundation for your academic success. Students who grow 
significantly during the year do so because they take ownership of their learning.  Full participation in 
the class and a positive attitude are essential.  As a freshman, it is up to you to decide how you are 
going to make this class matter.  As your teacher, my goal is to foster an enjoyment of language and 
discourse and to help you develop your academic potential. 
 

Recommended supplies: 
 
Binder paper, blue/black pens, highlighters and post-it notes for annotating texts 
A binder, or a designated section in a notebook, for class notes and handouts 
 

Guidelines and Rules: 
 
1.  Arrive to class on time and ready to work with pen, paper and required texts.  Be in your assigned 
seat when the final bell rings. Please go to your locker before class begins. 
  
2.  Complete all work in blue or black ink and write legibly.  Essays must be typed.  I reserve the right 
to return an assignment ungraded if I cannot read it. 
 
Please write your first and last name, the date and period in the upper right hand corner of all 
assignments. 
 
3.  Late work will only be accepted if you have an excused absence.  In general, you will have one 
week to make up any work you missed during an absence. It is your responsibility to find out what you 
missed when you were gone.  If you need an extension, please speak to me before the assignment is 
due. I am available to meet with students before or after school, and during brunch. 
 
4.  Please do not ask to speak to a counselor, use the restroom or leave the classroom during class 
unless it is an emergency. 
 
5.  Do not bring food or beverages to class, except for bottles of water. 



 
6.  Follow the Golden Rule.  No profanity, rude or irrelevant remarks about the class or anyone in the 
class.  Now is the time to expand your vocabulary and practice treating others with courtesy and 
kindness. 
 
*A special note regarding cell phones: Today’s world requires readers to switch with ease and pro-
ficiency between print and digital mediums. As 21st century students, you are building biliterate 
brains with the ability to absorb, process, and utilize information from both paper and electronic 
sources.  Phones have their place in the classroom; unfortunately, they often become a distraction.  
With this in mind, please use your phones and other electronic devices during the school day only 
for educational purposes and only when requested by your teachers. 
   
 

Class Texts: 
 
Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 
The Absolutely True Dairy of a Part Time Indian by Sherman Alexie 
The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 
A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry 
Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare 
 

Grading Policy: 
 
Warm-Ups: 5 points 
In-class Assignments: 10-35 points 
Homework Assignments: 15-50 points 
Quizzes:  15-15 points 
Tests:  50-100 points 
Projects: 25-50 points 
Essays:  100-200 points 
 
You and your parents may monitor your grade throughout the semester by logging onto Synergy.  
Please keep in mind that grades may change from week to week depending on the point value of 
assigned work. If you spot an error in the gradebook, please speak to me during brunch or after school.  
In general, I try to update the grades every two weeks.  Alas, sometimes life interferes and I fall behind 
in my grading duties! 
 
 
Please review and sign the course description and guidelines with a parent or guardian.  Keep this 
handout in your binder or notebook to use as a reference over the course of the year. 
 
 
Student Signature: ___________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________ 
 


